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Discussion

• Small Disadvantaged Business program

• 8(a) Business Development program

• Women-Owned Small Business program

• Service-Disabled / Veteran-Owned Small Business program

• HUBZone program



Small Disadvantaged 
Business



Small Disadvantaged Business

• Eligibility Requirements
• The firm must be 51% or more owned and controlled by one or more 

disadvantaged persons

• Must be US citizens

• The disadvantaged person or persons must be socially 
disadvantaged and economically disadvantaged

• The firm must be small, according to SBA’s size standards

• A firm may represent that it qualifies as an SDB for any Federal subcontracting 
program if it believes in good faith that it is owned and controlled by one or 
more socially and economically disadvantaged individuals

• Register - SAM.gov

https://ecfr.federalregister.gov/current/title-13/chapter-I/part-124/subpart-A/section-124.105
https://ecfr.federalregister.gov/current/title-13/chapter-I/part-124/subpart-A/section-124.106
https://ecfr.federalregister.gov/current/title-13/chapter-I/part-124/subpart-A/section-124.103
http://www.sba.gov/size
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration


Small Disadvantaged Business

• Socially Disadvantaged
• Social disadvantaged groups include: Black Americans; Hispanic Americans; 

Native Americans (Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, or enrolled members of 
a Federally or State recognized Indian Tribe); Asian Pacific Americans, 
Subcontinent Asian Americans; and members of other groups designated 
from time to time by SBA according to procedures set forth at paragraph (d)
of this section. 

• Being born in a country does not, by itself, suffice to make the birth country 
an individual's country of origin for purposes of being included within a 
designated group.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-13/section-124.103


Small Disadvantaged Business

• Economically Disadvantaged
• An economically disadvantaged individual is a person whose ability to 

compete in business has been impaired due to diminished capital and 
credit opportunities, as compared to others in the same or similar line 
of business who are not economically disadvantaged.
• Provide SBA with a narrative statement of economic disadvantage

• Provide SBA with personal financial information (tax returns and other financial 
information). If married, both you and your spouse must be included.  



Small Disadvantaged Business

• Register your 
business -
SAM.gov | 
Entity 
Registrations

• Your PTAC 
Regional 
Manager can 
assist with 
SAM.gov entity 
registration

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration


8(a) Business Development 
Program



8(a) Business Development Program

• The 8(a) program is a robust nine-year program created to help 
firms owned and controlled by socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals

• Businesses that participate in the program receive training and 
technical assistance designed to strengthen their ability to compete 
effectively in the American economy

• 8(a) certification lasts for a maximum of nine years. The first four 
years are considered a development stage and the last five years are 
considered a transitional stage. Continuation in the program is 
dependent on staying in compliance with program requirements



8(a) Business Development Program

• Eligibility Requirements
• Must be a small business

• Must not have previously participated in the 8(a) program

• Must be at least 51% owned and controlled by U.S. citizens who are socially 
and economically disadvantaged

• Must have a personal net worth of $750 thousand or less, adjusted gross 
income of $350 thousand or less, and assets totaling $6 million or less

• Must demonstrate good character

• Must demonstrate the potential for success such as having been in business 
for two years

https://www.sba.gov/size-standards/


8(a) Business Development Program

• Application
• Identify your primary NAICS code(s)

• Register your business in the System for Award Management (SAM)

• Apply for 8(a) certification

https://www.sba.gov/document/support--table-size-standards
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://certify.sba.gov/


Apply for 8(a) certification

• Click - Discover

• Review information



Apply for 8(a) certification

• Click - Should I 
Apply?

• Click - Match & Add 
NAICS 

• Click - Readiness & 
Answer questions

• Click - Eligibility & 
Answer questions



Apply for 8(a) certification

• Click Apply

• Click - Prepare

• Click - Application 
Preview, Quick 
Start Guide, Tips for 
Success, Local 
Assistance

• Review and  
download pdfs and 
follow instruction 
as needed



Apply for 8(a) certification

• Click - Gather 
Documents

• Click - Applicable 
business type

• Review and  
download 
applicable 
application 
checklist pdf



Apply for 8(a) certification

• Click - Create your 
Account

• Click - Applicant 

• Click - Create an 
Account

• Follow instructions



Women-Owned Small 
Business Program



Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Eligibility Requirements
• Women Owned Small Business (WOSB)

• Must be a small business according to SBA size standards
• Must be at least 51% owned and controlled by women who are U.S. citizens
• Must have women manage day-to-day operations who also make long-term decisions

• To qualify as an Economically Disadvantaged Women Owned Small Business 
(EDWOSB)
• Must meet all the requirements of the WOSB Federal Contracting program
• Must be owned and controlled by one or more women, each with a personal net worth less 

than $750,000
• Must be owned and controlled by one or more women, each with $350,000 or less in 

adjusted gross income averaged over the previous three years
• Must be owned and controlled by one or more women, each $6 million or less in personal 

assets

https://www.sba.gov/size-standards


Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Application Requirements

• Click - beta.certify.sba.gov

https://beta.certify.sba.gov/


Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Click Am I Eligible 



Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Answer questions about your 
business 

• Results will show which SBA 
contracting programs your 
business qualifies for:
• Women-Owned SB (WOSB)

• Economically Disadvantaged 
WOSB (EDWOSB)

• Historically Underutilized 
Business Zone (HUBZone)

• 8(a)



Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Click Prepare

• Collect information 
requested for each card



Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Click - Get Started



Women-Owned Small Business Program

• Register business in 
SAM.Gov

• Create SBA Connect Account

• Login SBA Connect and 
submit application



Veteran-Owned / Service-
Disabled Veteran Owned 

Small Business



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business 

• Program Eligibility 
Requirements:
• Businesses must be formally 

verified as a Veteran-Owned 
Small Businesses (VOSB) or 
Service-Disabled Veteran-
Owned Small Businesses 
(SDVOSB) to participate

• Eligible small businesses 
must receive their VOSB 
verification through VA’s 
Center for Verification and 
Evaluation (CVE)

• Click - Start Verification

Vets First Verification Program - Office of Small & 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization

https://www.va.gov/OSDBU/verification/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/OSDBU/verification/index.asp


Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Click – Vendor 
Information Pages



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Click – Take 
Prequalification Quiz



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Site will 
indicate Pass or 
Fail for all 
questions 
answered



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business 
Verification Application Process 

• Click - Vets First Verification Program - Office of 
Small & Disadvantaged Business Utilization

• Scroll down to Verification Guides

• Click – Preparing for Verification & 
review requirements

https://www.va.gov/OSDBU/verification/index.asp


Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business 
Verification Application Process 

• Click – DS Logon and ID 
account Instructions



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business 
Verification Application Process 

• Scroll down to Create a 
DS Logon and click 
https://myaccess.dmdc.
osd.mil Link

https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/


Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Click - Create Account



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Select Registration 
Method by 
clicking the 
applicable access 
type



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Register



Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Small 
Business Verification Application Process 

• Login at -
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.
mil

• Activate Account

https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/


Veteran Owned Small Business Verification Application 
Process 

• Go to  - Required Documents For Verification · VetBiz Portal (va.gov)

• Identify business type

https://www.vetbiz.va.gov/required-documents/


Veteran Owned Small Business Verification Application 
Process 

• List of required documents – have all applicable documents ready during the 
verification process



Hub-Zone Small Business



Hub-Zone Small Business Eligibility

• Be a small business according to SBA size standards

• Be at least 51% owned and controlled by U.S. citizens, a Community Development 
Corporation, an agricultural cooperative, an Alaska Native corporation, a Native 
Hawaiian organization, or an Indian tribe

• Have its principal office located in a HUBZone

• Have at least 35% of its employees living in a HUBZone

https://www.sba.gov/size-standards/
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map
https://maps.certify.sba.gov/hubzone/map


Hub-Zone Small Business Eligibility

• Before you can 
participate in the 
HUBZone program, you 
must be certified by 
SBA. Review the Top 
Tips for HUBZone 
Certification Tip 
Sheet and take these 
steps to get HUBZone 
certified

• Ensure you have 
a SAM.gov account

https://www.sba.gov/brand/assets/sba/resource-partners/hubzone-app-top-tips-508.pdf
https://www.sam.gov/


General Login System Account Application

• Ensure you have a General Login System account

https://eweb.sba.gov/gls


General Login System Account Application

• Apply for HUBZone 
certification using 
the General Login System. 

• Click – Setup new SBA GLS 
Account & provide 
requested information

https://eweb.sba.gov/gls


General Login System Account Application

• Fill in Information and 
submit

• Check your email 
(including spam folder) for 
time-sensitive instructions 
to electronically verify 
your application within 2 
business days



General Login System Account Logon

• Log-in



General Login System Account
• Select Access Function



General Login System Account
• Select HUBZone



Hub-Zone Small Business Eligibility

• Submit all requested supporting 
documentation within three business 
days using your GLS Logon credentials

• Your submission cannot be assigned 
for eligibility review until all required 
documents are submitted.

• Be prepared to respond to requests 
for additional information from the 
HUBZone team within 5 business days. 
Failure to do so may result in a decline 
or withdraw of your application

• Check that your status was updated in 
DSBS and SAM. Within 48 hours of 
your approval, SBA will automatically 
update your status in DSBS and SAM.

https://www.sba.gov/document/support-hubzone-supporting-documents-checklist


Final Thoughts



Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS) Account Set-up

• Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS) 
is the database that government 
agencies use to find small business 
contractors for upcoming contracts. 
The information a business provides 
when registering in the System for 
Award Management (SAM) is used to 
populate DSBS. 

• Set up DSBS Account using your GLS 
Account - Click –
https://eweb.sba.gov/gls

• Login

https://eweb.sba.gov/gls


Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS)
• Select Access Function



Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS)
• Select Pro-Net / DSBS

• Follow Instructions to set up account



Thank You!


